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ABSTRACT : Agriculture is an important sector where majority of women labour force is
engaged and because of using age old tools and implements most of their tasks are tedious
monotonous and drudgery prone. Researchers of ICAR institutes effort in introducing various
time and energy saving tools to relieve their drudgery in agricultural work has been proven
effective in many times. Present study in OFT form is an effort to assess the impact of improved
garden tools i.e. Garden rack, Circular blade weeder and hand fork on economic viability and
physiological workload of women in comparison with traditional age old tools Kuhrpi and Hoe
conducted in 5 districts of Assam comprising 40 beneficiaries and 40 non-beneficiaries. Result
revealed that less time required in all selected activities by using improved garden tools resulted
less labour cost than simple Hoe and Khurpi. Moreover, differences of energy expenditure (both
by using improved garden tools and traditional Kuhrpi and Hoe) in same activities indicates it
helps in reducing physiological fatigue. Opinion perceived by farm women of using such tools is
highly acceptable than Hoe and Khurpi.
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